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The cool 
hotel guide 
St Michaels 
Resort, 
Falmouth, 
Cornwall

In a nutshell
Beside sandy Gyllyngvase Beach, south 
of Falmouth town centre, this once-tired 
hotel has been turned into a wellness 
resort with chic, coastal-themed rooms 
and a health club. There’s an impressive 
range of fitness classes (free for hotel 
guests), but the icing on the cake is the 
swish new spa, which has a hydrotherapy 
pool, indoor and outdoor saunas, 
treatment rooms and the world’s first 
Cornish sea-salt steam room (from 
£30pp for a three-hour hydrothermal 
experience).

What are the rooms like?
Spread across the Main House and 
Beach House, the 84 rooms ooze cool 
beach vibes. Main House rooms are 
classically styled, ranging from singles 
(from £59) to sea-view suites (from 
£208); Beach House rooms are large 
and contemporary. Ours (a Large 
Beach House Room, from £180) 
featured a driftwood-style headboard, 
teal armchairs and terrace.

Which is the best room?
For space, light and superb sea views, 
pick No 314 (a Large Beach House Room, 
from £180) or No 85 (a Seaview Room, 
from £160).

What’s the food like?
Not quite a match for the excellent spa. 
For a casual lunch, the Garden Kitchen 
serves green juices (from £2.50) and 
stonebaked pizzas (from £9.50). The main 
restaurant, Brasserie on the Bay, has sea-
facing windows, leather booths and an 
extensive dinner menu featuring local 

ingredients, such as Falmouth Bay 
scallops with seaweed (mains from 
£15.50). Dishes were good, but service was 
poor and the breakfast buffet was average.

Who goes there?
Couples on a wellness break, and families.

The highs, the lows, the verdict
Eight out of ten 
The food and restaurant service are 
hit-and-miss, but the spa, health club 
and dog-friendly touches are stand-outs.
Ellie Ross

Ellie Ross was a guest 
of St Michaels Resort 
(01326 369650, 
stmichaelshotel.co.uk), 
which has B&B doubles 
from £110 a night; no 
single discount; some 
wheelchair-accessible 
rooms; some dog-friendly 
rooms (£12.50 per night 
per dog)

Need to 
know

Call 01296 752405
thetimes.co.uk/hartwell

Terms and conditions apply

Expert 
Traveller

“Hartwell House is just as 
majestic today as it was in its 

Georgian heyday” 
Hazel Plush,

Writer, Times Expert Traveller
Times hotel rating: 9/10

£115pp

Luxury country 
house break

Price includes
6 B&B in a classic room

6 Traditional afternoon tea 
6 Full use of the spa

6 10 per cent off shopping 
voucher for Bicester Village

E XC LU S I V E  O F F E R

Hartwell House, Buckinghamshire
ONE NIGHT COSTS FROM


