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he eyes are unmistakable — :
green and glinting in the :
torchlight, they belong to a :
leopard. Its a big one, :
probably a male. Later, from :
our open truck, we spot paw :
prints and droppings on :
the road, although the magnificent beast :

remains elusive.

I'monanight-time safarito track therare :
Sri Lankan leopard, not in Yala National :
Park, well known for its sightings, but in hill
country, where until now the tea :
plantations have been the big attraction. :

Actually, they still are, but leopard safaris

are one of the new additions to a stay in this :

stunning countryside. The best way to see it
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(and if you are lucky the leopards) is to stay
in one of the bungalows where British tea :
estate managers used to live. They open :
: their doors to tourists who want a taste of :
colonial luxury, with scenic trails between
them soyou can easily hike orbikefromone :

KAs tea trail |

Hike and bike between the bungalows where colonial plantation : g8
managers once lived, says llie Ross — and look out for big cats - g%

‘ to another. This explains why, in the @ ¥
: morning sunlight, 'm wandering througha !
: maze of emerald green, with row upon row :
. of tea bushes curving around the hillside. :
: Amid the green, flashes of red, purple and :
: orange catch my eye; women in brightly : |
: coloured saris are bent double, picking the :
. tealeaves and flinging them into basketson :
. their back. This part of Sri Lanka — :
. Bogawantalawa, more than 1500m above :
. sealevel in the Central Highlands, near the :
town of Hatton — is known as the Golden : *
Valley of Tea. Dl

There are now five bungalows : |
belonging to Ceylon Tea Trails (two more :
. were added this year), all between oneand : |
ten miles from each other, each with its : |

EXCHANGE RATE GUARANTEE -
ALL OUR 2017 HOLIDAYS AT PRE-BREXIT PRICES

TOP TO TOE OF ITALY

Days 1-2. London to Turin and
Venice. We travel from London

by Eurostar to Paris, joining the
onward rail service to Turin, where
we overnight. Day 2 begins with
free time, before we travel by train
to Venice for two nights at the Hotel
Sant’ Elena.

Day 3. Venice sightseeing. Today we
enjoy a guided tour of Venice, seeing
landmarks such as St Mark’s Basilica
and the Doge’s Palace. The afternoon
is free for you to explore Venice.

Days 4-5. Florence and Siena. We
join the train to Florence today, where
we spend three nights at the Hotel

de la Ville. This afternoon we take a
guided tour of the Renaissance city,
including the Ponte Vecchio. Later we

BOOK NOW or request a free brochure

enjoy a meal in a local restaurant. On
Day 5 we visit Siena, where we take
a guided tour. Tonight we dine at an
agriturismo in the Tuscan hills.

Day 6. Pisa and Lucca. We take the
train to Pisa today, where we have

a guided tour. Later, we visit Lucca,
where you are free to explore the
walled city.

Days 7-9. Rome and Vatican City.
Today we travel by rail to Rome,
where we spend t{wree nights at the
Grand Hotel Palatino. This afternoon
we take aguided tour of the city.
Days 8 and 9 are free in Rome.

Days 10-11. On to Sorrento & The
Amalfi Coast. Today we travel by
train to Naples, continuing by coach
to Sorrento, where we spendythree
nights at the Hilton Sorrento Palace.
Later we take an orientation tour,

01904 730 815 Our UK tour advisors are here 7 days a week

SECURE YOUR 2017 ITALIAN HOLIDAY FOR ONLY £50 DEPOSIT PER PERSON
BOOKED ON OR BEFORE 9TH DECEMBER 2016

GREAT RAIL
JOURNEYS

ON AN ESCORTED! RAIL TOUR"

From its ancient and classical cities to its hillside villages, Italy offers something for everyone. On this incredible adventure, we take in
iconic sights such as Venice, and Pompeii. We also see lesser-known places like Siena and beautiful Sicily.

followed by a Limoncello tasting. On
Day 11 we travel to scenic Amalfi, via
Positano.
to Catania airport for the flight to

Days 12-13. Pompeii & on to Sicily. London.
This morning we travel to Pompeii,
where we take a guided tour. Back in
Sorrento we enjoy a dinner of local
cuisine. On Day 13 we transfer to
Salerno for a scenic railway journey
to Villa San Giovanni, where the train
joins a ferry to the island of Sicily. We
spend three nights here at the Grand

otel Baia Taormina Palace & Spa.

Day 14. Exploring Taormina. Today

h A @ Nightsinhotel
we take a guided tour of Taormina'’s

highlights, including the Teatro Greco.  DEPARTURES

We also take in the narrow alleyways

around the oldest part of Taormina. T1APR17 £3'°95* 20JUN17C " £3,695%

After the tour, you are at leisure. T6MAY17  £3,695* 12SEP17  £3,295
23MAY17  £3,495 19SEP17 £3,295

Single supplement from £1,095.

*These departures include total porterage. Please call for details.

Days 15-16. Mount Etna & return to
London. Today we visit Mount Etna.

www.GreatRail.com/TTG

Book with 100% confidence, flight-inclusive holidays are ATOL protected, non flight-inclusive holidays are protected by ABTA. Dates and prices are subject to availabiliy. Prices shown are per person, based on 2 people sharing. Prices may change prior to and after publication. ttinerary may differ depending on
the departure date you choose. tThe balance of the deposit, (which is the difference between the full deposit payable and the low deposit amount already paid by you), is payable by the date notified to you as well as in the event of cancellation (in which case you may also be liable for additional cancellation and
administration charges as stipulated in our booking conditions). Bookings made after the dates specified will not be eligible to claim the applicable offer. Offers are subject to availabiliy. Selected holidays only. Terms and conditions apply. Please call for further details. Calls will be recorded.

We take the Circumetnea train around
the mountain’s base. Later we ascend
the mountain. On Day 16 we transfer

16 DAYS FROM

£3,095

INCLUDED IN THE PRICE

O Fully escorted by a UK Tour Manager
from start to finish.

O Exclusive meeting point at our dedicated
Departure Office in St Pancras

O First and Standard Class rail travel as
described (Standard Premier Class on
Eurostar with a light meal and drinks)

O Flight from Catania to London Gatwick
O 15 nights’ hotel accommodation

O 25 meals, ii "'_,15"" kf: 2 lunch
including 2 agriturismo lunches, and 8 dinners

EXCURSIONS
O Sightseeing tour of Venice with a local guide

O Excursion to Siena including a tour with
a local guide

O Full-day excursion to Pisa & Lucca,
including a tour of Pisa with a local guide

O Sightseeing tour of Rome with a local guide

O Orientation tour of Sorrento and
Limoncello tasting

O Full-day excursion on the Amalfi Coast
O Excursion to Pompeii, including guided tour
O Sightseeing tour of Taormina with
local guide
O Excursion to Mount Etna, including a
journey on the Circumetnea train
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own character, a team of helpful staff and :

no more than six rooms. I'm staying in
three of them and having lunch in another;

the best thing about these properties is the :
freedom to roam between them. You could :
have breakfast at one, then cycle to :
another for lunch, before kayaking across :
the lake to a third for afternoon tea. :
Transportation can also be arranged, and :

if you stay at more than one bungalow,
your bags will be delivered to your room

before your arrival. Waymarked trails :

and maps help you to navigate, or you can
book a guide.

through the door. I am greeted by the

strains of 1920s jazz and a butler who offers  :
me a tea mocktail, garnished with tiny, :
floating strawberry cubes. A chandelier :

hallway, while in the adjoining living room

next to a wooden drinks trolley.

claw-foot bathtub.

Bandara points out the bell by the bed- :
side, which I'm to ring if I need anything :
from a gin and tonic to shoe polishing. He :
asks what time I would like to be woken :

with a cup of “bed tea” in the morning.

I join Wasantha Ial, a guide, on a :
nine-mile hike from Tientsin to its :
neighbouring bungalow, Norwood, for :
lunch. We pass children running along the :
road in white school uniform, Hindu :
temples and small villages where Tamil :
music drifts from open doors. The rust- :
coloured dirt tracks we follow are the :
original roads carved by planters more :
than a century ago, enabling them to cross :

the tea fields on horseback or on foot.

“Before
: landscape would have been thick jungle,” :
© Wasantha says. He explains that leaves :
plucked at 8am become tea for sale 24
hours later. Nowonder each cup I taste has :
a fresh zinginess to it. I explore the history :
of tea in greater detail later in my trip, :
during a fascinating tour of Dunkeld Tea :
Factory, where I learn how a process
. little-changed in more than a century :
¢ produces one of the world’s best teas.
After all that walking, lunch on the :

I

My first stay is at Tientsin, the oldest of :
the bungalows (built in 1888), which trans- :

- From our open

ports you back in time as soon as you walk :

- truck we spot
leopard paw
- prints and

and antique wooden bookcases adorn the :

- droppings

vintage patterned sofas stand invitingly :

on the

“You can help yourself at any time,” says :
the butler, Bandara, before showing me to : road
the Bretherton suite, named after a former :
planter. It has high ceilings, a four-poster :
bed, polished wooden floors, a fireplace :
and, on the bedside table, a 1933 edition of :

History of Ceylon. French doors openonto :
a private garden with views of the hills :
beyond, and the bathroom features a :

CEYLON TEA TRAILS
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Castlereagh bungalow
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: or four-course dinner he has in mind.

the British arrived, this

dishes alongside rice and poppadoms

: breakfast options.

. baths, a veranda overlooking the lake and

: — best of all — a private outdoor hot tub. I

. spend the afternoon wallowing in the tub,

. feeling the aches of physical exertion melt

=~ : away. Sipping on cava that had thoughtfully

. . beenleftto chillin the fridge, I watch clouds

: scud across the valley as the relaxing hum
- of insects fills the air.

It’s easy to see why most people come
4! here to unwind, lounging by the pool,
i playing the odd game of croquet or
i indulging in a massage, but there’s
| % plenty to explore farther afield. At
: ;‘5 / 4y Kandy's Temple of the Tooth — a

g g’,f‘.f‘ two-hour drive away — [ walk bare-
}J f " f kit foot among worshippers offering

P 4 'ii. plates of flowers in front of a gilded
!i! stupa said to contain a tooth of the
! Buddha, snatched from his funeral
b al § pyre. Thenextday [ wake at lam to
e, !, see the spot where Buddhists
L o "N ’ ‘ believe he left his footprint, at the

"’!‘:1 ' o 2,243m summit of Adam’s Peak.
g W - #j In peak season the trail would be
illuminated, and so thick with
pilgrims and tourists undertaking
the dawn hike that it could be
%/ difficult to move. Yet my guide,
* Rohan Gunasekara, and I are
there in the off-season and have
ye it virtually to ourselves.
o Ak on Je ' " ¥, Following the beam from

";:‘E

. : veranda at Norwood provides much- :
. needed respite. There is nothing as :
: impersonal as amenu here; instead, at each !
: bungalow I am introduced to the resident :
. chef, who describes the three-course lunch :

I tuck into beetroot and orange salad, :
: king prawns and grilled lamb served with :
. couscous and — instead of mint sauce — :
. a shot glass of peppermint tea. Wines are !
complimentary and include a good Chile- :
an merlot and Italian pinot grigio. You can :
dine Sri Lankan-style too; curried prawns, :
. beef, aubergine, pumpkin, banana blos-
som and dal are served in small :
: with a private vehicle and
at dinner, while a plate of noodle-like :
“string hoppers” is one of many local :
: the UK, from £2,620pp
: After lunch and a much-needed rest, I :
: cyclesix miles to my next stop, the Dunkeld :
bungalow. The most recent addition to the :
. Tea Trails collection (it opened in !
. February), it is also perhaps the most :
: sumptuous. As well as four rooms in the !
: main bungalow and an infinity pool in its :
: manicured grounds, the bungalow has a !
. secluded Owner’s Cottage, with a lavish :
. bedroom, living room, two freestanding :

Need to

know

Ellie Ross was a guest

of Audley Travel

(01993 838335,
audleytravel.com), which
has an 11-day tour of

Sri Lanka, including three
nights at Tea Trails
(resplendentceylon.com)

chauffeur/guide and
international flights from

: of white-bellied sea
: overhead. Then the clouds part and the
:sun casts a silver sheen over the
. plantations. 1 paddle back towards my
. bungalow and the call of dinner, realising
. with satisfaction that I've glimpsed a side
. toteathat you don't see on the packaging.

L

: my head torch, I stride up all 5,200 steps in
: a zigzag pattern (supposedly it helps to
© reduce the stress on leg muscles), my heart
. pounding with the effort, as the rain and
: wind begin to set in.

It’s hard to imagine elderly pilgrims

© making such an arduous journey, yet
. Rohan assures me they do, encouraged by
. songs from others and the promise of a
: magical sunrise from the top. When we
: reach the
. exhilarated, clouds mar the view, but I still
. leave with a pilgrim’s sense of fulfilment
. after completing my journey.

summit, exhausted but

My final evening is spent at the

. Castlereagh bungalow, where my garden
. suite overlooks the lake, and afternoon
: tea can be served in a summerhouse.
: There’s just enough time to climb into a
: kayak and have a paddle before day
. surrenders to dusk.

From thewater I survey the hills as a pair
eagles wheel

AMAZING CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR DEALS!
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|Iﬂ| For Family Skiing

o Award winning child care
o Strict child care ratios

: FAMILY TRAVELLER
- AWARDS
4 WINNER 2016

Best Family Ski
Operator

o Wide range of ski classes and activity clubs
o Catered chalets and Chalet Hotels

Call 01483 345 312 Visit espritski.com

100% FINANCIAL SECURITY | ATOL 0025 | ABTA V4871




